Renal arteriovenous malformation with thrombus in the inferior vena cava.
Thrombus formation in the inferior vena cava (IVC) is usually seen in cases with malignancy. In contrast, vascular anomalies hardly ever accompany this disorder. Herein, a case of thrombus formation in the IVC associated with renal arteriovenous malformation (AVM) is reported. A 50-year-old woman who received transarterial embolization (TAE) for AVM in the right kidney noticed right flank pain with macrohematuria 12 months later. Because radiographic evaluation could not rule out malignancy in the kidney, nephrectomy was performed. During nephrectomy, a palpable thrombus was found in the IVC, so thrombectomy was performed simultaneously. Histopathologic examination revealed an old infarction due to the TAE, circumferential arteriovenous thrombi and a large organized thrombus up to the IVC, but neither renal cell carcinoma nor transitional carcinoma in the kidney. Careful observation may be required, even after treatment for renal AVM, such as TAE, to avoid the formation of an IVC thrombus.